
 

 

ERHS Summer Reading List 
 

The English department encourages you to read widely over the summer but expects you to have read at 

least one book from the list for your grade level by the beginning of the new school year. While 

comprehensive students may select any book from the list, honors students must read a text from the 

honors offering.    

*NOTE- Select a text to read from the grade level you will be entering at the beginning of the 2013-2014 

school year. 

 

Incoming 9
th

 grade Comprehensive Students 

 The Pigman (P. Zindel) - John and Lorraine, two high school sophomores, meet and befriend an 

elderly man, who changes their lives. 

 Speak (L. H. Anderson) - As a result of a traumatic experience over the summer, Melinda Sordino 

has a difficult time transitioning from middle school to high school. 

 Outside Shot (W. D. Myers) - After receiving a basketball scholarship, Lonnie Jackson leaves 

Harlem to attend a college in the Midwest. 

  

Incoming 9
th

 grade Honors Students 

 You Don’t Know Me (D. Klass) - Unbeknown to his friends, fourteen-year-old John suffers 

regular abuse from his soon-to-be-stepfather.   

 The Hobbit (J. R.R. Tolkien) - On his journey with thirteen dwarfs who seek to return to the 

Lonely Mountains, Bilbo Baggins obtains a magical ring. 

 A Tree Grows in Brooklyn (B. Smith) - Growing up in poverty at the turn of the century in 

Brooklyn, Frankie Nolan, her father’s favorite, tries to win the love of her mother who favors 

Frankie’s brother.  

 Ender’s Game (O.S. Card) - In this science fiction narrative, young Andrew Wiggins is trained as 

a military commander to save mankind from an alien invasion. 

  

10
th

 grade Comprehensive Students 

 Fallen Angels (W. D. Meyers) - When his dreams of attending college fall through, Perry, an 

African-American teenager, enlists in the military and is sent to Vietnam.  

 Zack (W. Bell) - Zack feels uprooted when his parents, an African-American blues singer and a 

white college professor, move from Toronto to a small college town. 

 The Silver Kiss (A. Klause) - Struggling with her mother’s terminal illness, Zoe meets Simon, a 

handsome young vampire.   

 

10
th

 grade Honors Students 

 Angela’s Ashes (F. McCourt) - With a frequently unemployed, alcoholic father, Frank’s childhood 

and youth in Limerick, Ireland are characterized by poverty and hardships. 

 Member of the Wedding (C. McCullers) - Eager to leave her Southern town, twelve-year-old 

Frankie Adams, a motherless twelve-year-old raised by her father and the family's African-

American cook, struggles with conflicting feelings about her brother's upcoming wedding.   

 Road to Memphis (M. Taylor) - In her last year of high school in the early 1940s, Cassie and her 

friends go on a fateful trip to Memphis.     

 Into the Wild (J. Krakauer) - A college graduate abandons his life and his possessions to live alone 

in the wild. 

 

 



 

 

11
th 

grade Comprehensive Students 

 A Gathering of Old Men (E.J. Gaines) - After a white man is found dead in black man’s yard in 

rural Louisiana, fifteen old black men armed with shotguns all claim to have killed him.   

 Cold Sassy Tree (O. Burns) - Mr. Blakeslee, a recently widowed businessman in a small Georgia 

town, marries a Northern woman half his age. 

 The Color Purple (A. Walker) - Celie, a young, abused and uneducated African-American woman 

in the rural South, overcomes hardships and adversity. 

 

11
th

 grade Honors Students 

 A Catcher in the Rye (J. D. Salinger) - After being expelled from a prestigious prep school for 

academic reasons, seventeen-year-old Holden Caulfield spends a few days on his own in New 

York without his parents’ knowledge. 

 The Bluest Eye (T. Morrison) - Pecola Breedlove, a young, black girl mocked by other children for 

the dark skin, curly hair, and brown eyes that cause her to feel different, longs and prays for 

blonde hair and blue eyes that she believes will allow her to finally fit in. 

 The Joy Luck Club (A. Tan) - This narrative examines the relationships between four Chinese 

women and their American-born daughters.   

 The Grapes of Wrath (J. Steinbeck) - During the Great Depression the Joad family leaves 

Oklahoma for California to find a better life.  

  

12
th

 grade Comprehensive Students 

 The First Part Last (A. Johnson) - A single father, sixteen year-old Bobby is struggling to raise his 

infant daughter.   

 If He Hollers, Let Him Go (C. Chester) - The novel follows four days in the life of Bob Jones, 

living in perpetual awkwardness and fear from racial tensions immediately after WWII; his 

behavior is thus affected and determines how he reacts in the face of racism and criminal 

accusations. 

 There Are No Children Here: The Story of Two Boys Growing Up in the Other America (A. 

Kotlowitz) - Set in Chicago’s West Side, this true story chronicles the lives of two brothers who 

grow up amidst drug abuse and gang violence. 

 

12
th

 grade Honors Students 

 Siddhartha (H. Hesse) - Set in India, Siddhartha, the son of a Brahmin, goes on a journey to find 

spiritual enlightenment. 

 How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents (J. Alvarez) - After fleeing their native Dominican 

Republic, four sisters have to adjust to life in the United States. 

 Love in the Time of Cholera (G. G. Marquez) - Set in South America around 1900, this story of 

unrequited love spans over fifty years. 

 The Plague (A. Camus) - When the bubonic plague strikes in a North African town, Dr. Rieux and 

others fight the epidemic. 

  

 

 

 

 


